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Abstract. The article presents a theoretical and methodological analysis of the 

execution of an etude of the human figure in the system of painting training for future 
lacquer miniature painters. The scientific problem is viewed as a contradiction 
between the requirement of academic completeness in depicting a figure and the 
requirement of decorative and silhouetted generalization inherent in miniature 
painting. The article explores the pedagogical possibilities of long-term and short-
term studies, the role of preparatory drawing, color and tonal relationships, 

article describes the mechanism of translating a natural observation into a small-
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format decorative image as a sequence of methodically mastered operations. The 
study is of a theoretical and methodological nature and the review of educational 
works serves as an illustrative demonstration. The article concludes that the study of 
a human figure should be considered as a specialized and system-forming 
component for the training of a future artist of lacquer miniature painting. 

Keywords: lacquer miniature painting, pictorial etude, human figure, 
professional skills, academic painting, traditional art crafts, specialized higher 
education, small-format image. 
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