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Horn and bone carving by the Essay Yakuts as a type of traditional 

art craft: current state 
 

. 

-

-
-

 
 

 
Abstract. The article examines the current state of traditional art crafts of the 

Essay Yakuts. Special attention is given to artistic horn and bone carving as an 
important marker of the traditional culture of this ethnolocal group. It is noted that 
the culture of the Essay people represents a complex synthesis of the Yakut ethno-
cultural basis and elements of the Evenki economic and everyday tradition, formed 
under conditions of long-term isolation. Based on the analysis of works by 
contemporary bone carvers, in particular D.Kh. Espek, the features of the subject-
figurative system of Essay bone carving art are revealed (central images of deer and 
totemic birds, absence of scenes from the Ysyakh festival, etc.). The necessity of 
preserving and supporting traditional art crafts through exhibition activities, 
festivals, competitions and educational initiatives, as well as through involving 
youth in this activity, is emphasized. 
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